This is not a natural disaster, which makes the sﬁut%é"’qf water especially immoral
and unconscionable. fjpmng Detroit residents qf the water tﬁey need and deserve
cannot be condoned under any circumstances in a civilized society.

Water is ﬁﬁ sustaining. Aall ﬁ'ving Eeings need water to live. Lack of water

directly undermines the health and safety of Detroit residents, and their families.

For optimal health in our daily [ives, we need clean water for drinking. Infants, children,
and the elderly are particularly vulnerable; they are more susceyti)ﬁ; to dehydration,

inﬁacn’on, and disease without access to water.
We need clean water for cooEing, incﬁuﬁng wasﬁing our foocf

We need clean water for good hygiene, to bathe in, to wash our clothes, to flush our toilets, |
and to clean our [iving spaces.

We need clean water for proper sanitation to combat the gmwrﬁ and syrea,cf

cyf muftiyfe infectious diseases and yancﬁemics.

We need clean water to me health foocf, _ﬁJr traditional agﬁcufmre, but
also those [ow-income families affected by the economic crisis in Detroit who have

supplemented their diets and daily food supply with household gardens.

We need clean water for a sa_ﬁe and ﬁeafrﬁy environment, for all fiving animals
and _pﬁmts that are an essential component of a ﬁeaftﬁy ecosystem on which
we all depend for human health.

As registerec{ nurses, we are comye[ﬂec{ to advocate for all our ‘patients,
whether at the bedside or in our neigﬁﬁorﬁood} and communities.

To that end, we, National Nurses United, on behalf of the nurses of America,
declare a yuﬁﬁ’c health emergency in Detroit.

We demand an immediate end to all water sﬁuﬂy‘j‘i.
We demand an end to the c{isgmcgcuj%amctice of c;‘t:y officials who have removed children from
) Y

.~ homes where water has been shutoff, an especia inhumane victimization c_vf low-income -

families already harmed by a city with an appalling missense of priorities.

And, we demand the guarantee that all Detroit residents have immediate
and full access to clean water.
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